I. Topic:
John Adams

AIM:
Is suppression of public opinion ever justified?
II. Foreign Policy

A. Election of John Adams 1796

A. Washington chooses not to run again, so it will be the first contested presidential race, and the newly developing parties made it a vicious one

B. Candidates

1. Federalists shied away from the “high-federalist” of Hamilton and instead selected VP John Adams as their candidate

2. Democratic-Republicans picked the obvious candidate of Thomas Jefferson

C. Campaigns were brutal and libelous attacks were the norm

1. Federalists accused Jefferson of being cowardly and fleeing the British when he was governor of VA AND of being a lackey of the French

2. Democratic-Republicans accused Adams of being a monarchist who would enslave the American people once elected

D. Hamilton’s scheme

1. While Hamilton was too controversial to be a candidate, he hoped to run the administration from the sidelines, so he would have preferred Pinckney (the Federalist VP candidate) to win instead of the strong-willed Adams

2. Hamilton convinced some Federalist electors to only cast one vote, for Pinckney, and not cast the other vote which would have gone to Adams

3. When others heard of this, some New England electors cut Pinckney and only voted for Adams

E. Results

1. Adams won the most votes in the electoral college, 71 to 68, but over Jefferson, not over Pinckney

2. So according to the current provisions of the Constitution, the candidate with the most electoral most votes becomes Pres and the one with the second most becomes the VP—Adams, the Federalist President with Jefferson, the Democratic-Republican VP…bitter political enemies now locked together

B. Adams requests an arms buildup

C. XYZ Affair – 1797

1. “Millions for defense, but not one cent for tribute!”

1. French Revolutionary Government at the time of Adams’ election was the Directory, and they saw the Federalist victory as an unfriendly act on the part of the Americans, since the Federalists were so clearly pro-British

2. 1797—French government ordered that every impressed U.S. citizen captured aboard a British vessel be hanged and if any single item of British make was found aboard an American ship, the vessel was to be confiscated

3. French also kicked the U.S. minister out of France, in effect cutting off diplomatic relations with the U.S.

4. Adams agreed with Washington that the U.S. was ill prepared to go to war, so he sent three commissioners, Elbridge Gerry, Charles Pinckney, and John Marshall, to go to Paris to seek a settlement

5. Simultaneously, Adams asked Congress to appropriate money to build naval vessels and expand the army

a. Dem-Republicans in Congress fought the administration’s request for defense funds

b. Feelings between the two parties became so bitter that one hot-tempered Dem-Rep, a Congressman from Vermont, Matthew Lyon, spat in the eye of his Federalist colleague, Roger Griswold of CT.  A few days later, Griswold attacked the Vermonter (Lyon) with a cane.  Lyon defended himself with a pair of fire tongs and wrestled Griswold to the floor before the other members of the House could separate them.

6. October 1797—the three American emissaries arrived in Paris prepared to negotiate with the foreign minister, Talleyrand

a. Over several weeks they were forced to talk to three French officials whose names have never been revealed, only known as X, Y and Z

b. X, Y, and Z told the Americans that they would have to apologize for some recent anti-French statements of President Adams, they would have to promise a loan to France, and they would have to secretly pay Talleyrand and the Directory money

c. The American ministers were outraged at this breech of normal diplomacy and refused to pay the bribes—Pinckney—“No, no, not a sixpence!”

7. Emissaries reported to Adams what happened and in 1798 the American government published the entire “XYZ” correspondence between the emissaries and the President

a. Popular slogan became, “Millions for defense, but not one cent for tribute!”

b. Overnight, all but the most ardent Republicans became anti-French

8. Congress then appropriated money for forty naval vessels and for increasing the size of the army

9. Congress also ended commerce with France, ordered the official suspension of the Franco-American Treaty of 1778, and created the Navy Department

10. Shortly thereafter, a full-scale undeclared naval war broke out on the Atlantic

D. US Undeclared War with France

III. Domestic Affairs

A. Alien and Sedition Acts 

A. Reactionary Political Climate—Alien, Sedition, and Naturalization Acts

1. In this climate of intense political excitement, Federalists found it impossible to regard their opponents views as legitimate expressions of disagreement and instead saw them to be a threat to the security of the nation

2. Additionally, few Americans fully accepted the legitimacy of a party system yet, so they found the opposing party to be treacherous by nature

3. In this overall political mood, the Federalist dominated Congress passed four measures known collectively as the Alien and Sedition Acts

a. Naturalization Act—extended from 5 to 14 years the period of residence required for citizenship

b. Alien Act—gave the President the power to deport any alien suspected of  “treasonable or secret” intentions

c. Alien Enemies Act—gave the President the authority in time of war to arrest or banish from the country any citizen of an enemy power

d. Sedition Act—different from the other three in that it was aimed at Americans (especially opponents of the administration), not foreigners

(1) Under its terms, any resident fo the U.S. who attempted to prevent the execution of a federal law, to stop a federal offcial from performing his duties, or start any riot, “insurrection” or “unlawful assembly” could be fined or imprisoned

(2) Anyone convicted of publishing “any false, scandalous and malicious writing” against Congress, the President, or the government could be fined ot sentenced to prison for two years

(3) Under this act the owners of four leading Dem-Repub newspapers were indicted and three Dem-Repub editors were convicted of violating the Sedition Act

(4) Spitting Lyon was also tried and convicted for statements against President Adams and he was fined and imprisoned for four months…but he was reelected from his jail cell for Congress!

(5)  Prosecutions under the Sedition Acts badly damaged the Federalists, for many saw them as violations of 1st Amendment right to freedom of speech and press

B. Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions

1. Jefferson and Madison were outraged at the Alien & Sedition Acts not only b/c they were violations of people’s rights, but also b/c they increased the power of the national government at the expense of the states

2. They each secretly wrote a set of resolutions against these  Federalist laws and friends steered Jefferson’s through the KY legislature while Madison’ were pushed through the VA legislature by his allies

3. Both resolutions argued that the Constitution was a compact of the states for certain limited purposes, which were specifically stated in the Constitution.  Therefore, a state had the right to judge for itself whether the compact had been violated by an action of the Federal government.  Basically stating that states have the right to decide if laws passed by Congress are unconstitutional, and if they decide that they are, then the states can declare them null and void  

4. Additionally, they state that under the Constitution, the national govt did not have the power to do the sort of things it was seeking to do under the Alien & Sedition Acts, therefore, such measures were “altogether void and of no force”

5. Neither KY or VA actually nullified the Alien & Sedition Acts, but it sets up a future debate which will reappear in 1832 when SC draws on this precedent to nullify a federal tariff

Mudslinging isn't new - here's the messy truth

Oct. 15, 2008 01:39 PM
Washington Post 

WASHINGTON - You want to talk dirty politics? Oh, we'll talk dirty. We'll talk about ... 1800!

Thomas Jefferson was attacked by ministers who accused him of being an "infidel" and an "unbeliever." A Federalist cartoon depicted him as a drunken anarchist, and the president of Yale warned that if Jefferson came to power, "we may see our wives and daughters the victims of legal prostitution." A Connecticut newspaper warned that his election would mean "murder, robbery, rape, adultery and incest will openly be taught and practiced" - though the paper (now the Hartford Courant) did apologize some years later.

In 1993. "You turned out to be a good influence on America," the editors wrote. Whoops! Never mind. [image: image1.png]
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John Adams, the sitting president in 1800, also got hit with his share of slung mud. James Callender, a journalist in league with Jefferson, told the country that Adams was a rageful, lying, warmongering fellow, a "repulsive pedant" and "gross hypocrite" who behaved neither like a man nor like a woman but instead possessed a "hideous hermaphroditical character." There was also a nasty rumor that Adams had sent his veep to Europe to bring back four mistresses, two for each of them.

Anyone disgusted by the tone of modern political campaigns might be reassured (or depressed) to learn that presidential campaigns have long been filled with vitriol and deception.

"Everybody always assumes there was a golden age of presidential campaigning that occurred 20 years ago," says Gil Troy, an American history scholar at McGill University. "Almost from the start, American politics had its two sides - it had its Sunday morning high church sermon side, and it had its Saturday night rough-and-tumble ugly side."

Things have gotten negative in this year's presidential race lately. John McCain's wife has accused Barack Obama of conducting "the dirtiest campaign in American history," while Obama aide Robert Gibbs has said, "If people want to get down in the mud, we're prepared to get dirty."

Will anybody achieve the great lows of the 19th century, though?

The years "1800 and 1828 and the one against Lincoln, I think - those were worse than anything we've had," says historian Paul Boller, who has written about the history of dirty politics and who, at 91, takes the long view of things.

Political rhetoric was once, as David Mark puts it in Going Dirty, "shriller, hyperbolic, and downright mean." It was racist (candidates were rumored to be half-this or part-that), hostile to certain religions, deeply personal and occasionally bizarre. Historians differ on whether Jefferson was ridiculed for being raised on a diet of "hoe-cake" and "fricasseed bullfrog." A Pennsylvania congressman accused President Martin Van Buren of being so decadent that he landscaped the White House grounds into hills resembling "an Amazon's bosom."

Oh, "John Quincy Adams was accused of pimping for the czar," Troy says. Really. The czar of Russia. The press backing Jackson labeled Adams "The Pimp."

As historian Kathleen Hall Jamieson writes in Packaging the Presidency, the Founding Fathers intended the nascent nation's elections to be a dignified, deliberative activity, carried out by a small number of wealthy, well-educated men. "The ideal unraveled rapidly." Vitriolic handbills and fiercely partisan newspapers took up one side or another. Laws about who could vote opened up the franchise - somewhat, at least. Party identification was strong. Political feelings were expressed in the strong language of the time, and even people we think of now as above politics were not spared. To wit: George Washington.

"If ever a nation was debauched by a man, the American nation has been debauched by Washington," Benjamin Franklin's grandson wrote in 1796.

According to an 1864 edition of Harper's Weekly, Abe Lincoln was disparaged as a "Filthy Story-Teller," a "Buffoon," a "Usurper," a "Monster" and a "Land-Pirate." His enemies described him as "A Long, Lean, Lank, Lantern-Jawed, High Cheeked-Boned Spavined Rail-Splitting Stallion," which actually makes Lincoln sound kind of hot, except for the "spavined" part. (We looked it up. It invokes horses with diseased joints, or more generally, decrepitude and decay.)

As Jamieson notes in another book, Dirty Politics, presidential campaigns were thick with oversimplified attacks aiming at the gut, not the intellect.

"Campaigns generally ally the favored candidate with things uncritically accepted, such as flag and freedom," Jamieson writes, "and tie the opponent to such viscerally noxious things as the murder of innocent men, women and children."

In the 1828 election, Jamieson writes, Andrew Jackson's supporters distributed handbills portraying John Quincy Adams as driving away a "crippled old soldier" who asked for charity, with a horsewhip, no less. Adams's supporters put out handbills decrying Jackson's reputation as a military hero by painting the general's execution of six deserting soldiers as a bloodthirsty act, invoking the image of gallant young men "welter(ing) in their gore!!" Jackson's supporters replied with handbills suggesting that Jackson had not executed the soldiers but "swallowed them whole, coffins and all, without the slightest attempt at mastication!!!!!!"

They were big on exclamation marks back in the day.

Joseph Cummins, author of Anything for a Vote, has compiled a list of top 10 historic smears and rumors, which he delivers Letterman-style by phone. Among the classics are "You're not tough enough," "You'll drive us into war," "You're too old" (sound familiar?), "You're an egghead" (sound familiar?) and "You're drunk all the time." There were also sexual accusations, like "You're a slut" - Cummins's playful way of characterizing an enduring smear that has usually amounted to "You're an immoral degenerate who has either preyed on a poor maiden or enjoys the company of a lascivious and money-grubbing bimbo."

There's also what Cummins calls "You're at least a little bit gay." When he served in the House, James Buchanan, a bachelor, and his housemate, Sen. William King of Alabama, were both the subject of such rumors.

In 1835, Davy Crockett, who briefly considered a run for the presidency, released a campaign tract that noted Martin Van Buren's baldness, described his face as "a good deal shrivelled," compared Van Buren to "dung" and described his personality as "secret, sly, selfish, cold, calculating." Then he got nasty. Van Buren, he wrote, was "a dandy. When he enters the senate chamber in the morning, he struts and swaggers like a crow in the gutter. He is laced up in corsets, such as women in a town wear, and, if possible, tighter than the best of them."

In 1858, as Senate candidates Abe Lincoln and Stephen Douglas argued, their remarks about each other were thick with sarcasm. The crowd loved it. Much like modern crowds, who are apt to shout things like "Booo!" (about the opponent) and "You're a hottie!" (about Sarah Palin), the audience at the first Lincoln-Douglas debate erupted with "hark" and "humbug" and "hit him again."

Douglas spoke condescendingly of Lincoln "following the example and lead of all the little abolition orators, who go around and lecture in the basements of schools and churches." He allowed that Lincoln had some good points - as a young man, Lincoln had been top-notch at "running a foot-race" and "could ruin more liquor than all the boys of the town together." (Here we imagine Douglas doing a hearty 19th-century chortle.)

Lincoln responded by correcting the assertions of "Judge Douglas" on several matters, allowing that he was certain Douglas wasn't intending to lie. He said, "I know the judge is a great man, while I am only a small man" - and then proceeded to gut him.

He also compared Douglas to an "obstinate animal," adding, "I mean no disrespect."

