
Supreme Court Cases to Know

MARSHALL COURT – EXPANDED POWER OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
Marshall Court (1801 – 1835):  John Marshall delivered the majority opinions in a number of critical decisions in these formative years, all of which served to strengthen the power of the federal government and restrict the powers of state governments (REA).  

Marbury v. Madison (1803):    JUDICIAL REVIEW
Dartmouth v. Woodward (1819): contracts and state laws.  The Supreme Court declares that a charter to a private corporation is a contract and that a state government cannot impair a contract by unilateral action. (Gilder Lehrman Institute)

McCullough v. Maryland (1819): the elastic clause and federal-state relations.  

The Supreme Court upholds the constitutionality of the Bank of the United States and endorses a loose interpretation of the constitution. 

Gibbons v. Ogden (1824): federal control of interstate commerce.  

Treatment of Native Americans and Checks and Balances

Cherokee Nation v. Georgia (1831); Worcester v. Georgia (1832): Marshall ruled that the laws of Georgia had no force within the territorial boundaries of the Cherokee Nation.  President Jackson, no admirer of Marshall, reportedly said, “John Marshall has made his decision, now let him enforce it.”  Jackson effectively ignored this decision in the “Trail of Tears” episode.

Slavery

Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857): citizenship and slaves.  The Supreme Court ruled that African Americans, slave or free, were not citizens of the United States and were not entitled to sue in federal court (although free blacks could be citizens of a state). It also rules that a slave’s residence in a free state or territory does not make him free upon his return to a slave state. It further rules that the Missouri Compromise was unconstitutional since a state could not deprive people of their property without due process of law

Interstate Trade and Regulating the Railroads

Munn v. Illinois (1877): state regulation of business.  The court upholds an Illinois law setting maximum rates for grain storage, arguing that this represented a legitimate exercise of the state’s power to regulate businesses that involved the public interest 

Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific R.R. v. Illinois (1886): only federal government can regulate interstate trade it led to the Interstate Commerce Act of 1887 
Blacks and Civil Rights

Plessy v. Ferguson (1896): separate but equal.    Legalizes Jim Crow laws
And then…

Brown v. Board of Education (1954):   Ends segregation in schools
Civil Liberties during Wartime

Schenck v. United States (1919): radicals and the 1st Amendment.  The court ruled unanimously that the World War I Espionage Act did not violate the 1st Amendment’s protection of free speech and free press, ruling that anti-war pamphlets encouraged resistance to the military draft and establishing the “clear and present danger” test Oliver Wendell Holmes famously described limits on free speech by saying “you cannot falsely shout ‘fire’ in a crowded theater.”
Korematsu v. United States (1943): war powers and civilians.  By a 6-3 vote, the court upheld the relocation and internment of Japanese Americans 

U.S. Patriot Act – after 9/11 permits government to tap Americans phones
Great Depression and FDR Courtpacking

Schechter Poultry Corp. v. United States (1935): constitutionality of New Deal programs. The court unanimously invalidated the National Industrial Recovery Act on the grounds that it delegated excessive authority to the president and regulated businesses that operated wholly within individual states Referred to as the “Sick Chicken Case.”

Warren Court (1953 – 1969):  Appointed as Chief Justice in 1953, Earl Warren was nominated by Eisenhower as a conservative, but rather led the court toward judicial activism.  The Warren court handed down many significant cases affecting individual rights, including sexual freedom, rights of criminals, religion, and civil and political rights.

Rights of the Individual
Mapp v. Ohio (1961): Bill of Rights and the states.  The court ruled that evidence obtained by unreasonable search and seizures must be excluded from trial 

Gideon v. Wainwright (1963): right to counsel.  In a case involving a barely literate Florida man, Clarence Gideon, who was accused of breaking into a pool hall, the court ruled that indigent criminal defendants have a right to legal counsel at taxpayers’ expense 

Escobedo v. Illinois (1964): right to counsel.  The court throws out the confession of a man whose requests to have his attorney present during police interrogation were denied 

Miranda v. Arizona (1966): rights of the accused.  By a 5-4 vote, the Supreme Court ruled that truck driver Ernesto Mirando, who confessed to abducting and raping an 18-year-old girl, should have been informed by the police of his right to remain silent and to consult with an attorney 

Tinker v. Des Moines (1969):  Students Mary Jo and John Tinker wore black armbands to school protesting the Vietnam and were suspended from school.  The case ruled that certain kinds of nonverbal communication can be protected under the first amendment.

Engel v. Vitale (1962): religion and public schools.  The court forbids non-denominational prayer in public schools, ruling that the Constitution prohibits government from “endorsing religion in general.” The court ruled that a prayer read in New York State schools violated the constitutional separation of church and state. “It is no part of the business of government to compose official prayers to be recited as a part of a religious program carried on by government” 

New York Times v. United States (1971): freedom of the press.  By a 6-3 vote the court denied the government’s request for a court order barring publication of a secret Pentagon history of the Vietnam War (Pentagon Papers). The court said there was insufficient evidence to support a prior restraint on the press 

John Peter Zenger Case 1760 – freedom of the Press
Baker v. Carr (1962) legislative reapportionment.  The court ruled 6-2 (Baker) that voters had a right to challenge the apportionment of state legislative districts in ways that overrepresented rural districts and diluted the voting power of urban voters   Reynolds required the “one man, one vote” principle.

Roe v. Wade (1973): abortion.  The Supreme Court invalidated a Texas law prohibiting abortion except to save a mother’s life. Justice Harry Blackmun wrote that the 14th Amendment “protects against state action the right to privacy, including a woman’s right to terminate her pregnancy” 
Presidential Scandals

United States v. Nixon (1974): executive privilege.  The court orders President Richard Nixon to turn over to a special prosecutor subpoenaed tapes relating to the Watergate break-in 

Bush v. Gore 2000

Controversial presidential election where Gore won the popular vote but lost the electoral vote.  Other examples:  Jackson v. Adams 1824
Affirmative Action

Bakke v. Board of Regents (1978): reverse discrimination.  In a 5-4 decision, the court imposed limitations on affirmative action to ensure that providing greater opportunities for minorities did not come at the expense of the rights of the majority. In other words, affirmative action was unfair if it led to reverse discrimination. The case involved the University of Calif., Davis, Medical School and Allan Bakke, a white applicant who was rejected twice even though there were minority applicants admitted with significantly lower scores than his. A closely divided Court ruled that while race was a legitimate factor in school admissions, the use of rigid quotas was not permissible 
Rights of Students

New Jersey v. T.L.O. (1985):  Ruled that juveniles have the right to the same protection as adults against illegal search and seizure.  More clearly defined what constituted a legal search and seizure.

