
Supreme Court Cases to Know     




Mrs. Lisa Scherer              
Directions:   In a few words, explain what the case decided and its significance.
MARSHALL COURT – EXPANDED POWER OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
Marshall Court (1801 – 1835):  

Marbury v. Madison (1803):    
Dartmouth v. Woodward (1819
McCullough v. Maryland (1819): 

Gibbons v. Ogden (1824): 

Treatment of Native Americans and Checks and Balances

Cherokee Nation v. Georgia (1831); Worcester v. Georgia (1832):
Slavery

Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857): 

Interstate Trade and Regulating the Railroads

Munn v. Illinois (1877): 
Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific R.R. v. Illinois (1886): 
Blacks and Civil Rights

Plessy v. Ferguson (1896): 
And then…

Brown v. Board of Education (1954):   
Civil Liberties during Wartime

Schenck v. United States (1919): 

Korematsu v. United States (1943): 

U.S. Patriot Act – after 9/11 permits government to tap Americans phones
Great Depression and FDR Courtpacking

Schechter Poultry Corp. v. United States (1935): 
Warren Court (1953 – 1969):  Appointed as Chief Justice in 1953, Earl Warren was nominated by Eisenhower as a conservative, but rather led the court toward judicial activism.  The Warren court handed down many significant cases affecting individual rights, including sexual freedom, rights of criminals, religion, and civil and political rights.

Rights of the Individual
Mapp v. Ohio (1961): 

Baker v. Carr (1962) and Reynolds v. Sims (1964): 
Engel v. Vitale (1962): 

Gideon v. Wainwright (1963): 

New York Times v. Sullivan (1964): 
Escobedo v. Illinois (1964): 

Miranda v. Arizona (1966): 

Tinker v. Des Moines (1969):  

New York Times v. United States (1971): 

John Peter Zenger Case 1760 – 
Roe v. Wade (1973):
Presidential Scandals

United States v. Nixon (1974): 

Bush v. Gore 2000

Affirmative Action

Bakke v. Board of Regents (1978): 
Rights of Students

New Jersey v. T.L.O. (1985):  

